
Asa Rice of White Creek

After being contacted by email about Herbert J. Rice of White Creek, I began to look into the 

local Rices and ran into the story of Asa Rice, who was captured by Indians and later ransomed.

All Paul Jones’ book “Our Yesteryears” had to say about Asa was “among these was Asa Rice, 

who was abducted by Indians when three years old, and when ransomed at the age of ten was reluctant 

to leave Indian life. He lived most of his long life in White Creek Village”. Looking further, I found a 

bit more information in Criswell Johnson’s “History of Washington County, New York”, which stated 

on page 456: “.

This was obviously the source Paul Jones used, but gives little more information.

I then did some online research on the Rices and obtained the following book by Andrew Ward. 

A Genealogical History of the Rice Family: Descendants of Deacon Edmund Rice. Boston, 1858. On 

page 161 there was a bit more information:

””



This gives more information, including his correct age when he was taken captive. Not three, 

but eight. Doing further research I began to run into further discrepancies between accounts.

There seems no doubt from the “Genealogical Register” and other sources that Asa was the 

grandson of Moses Rice and Sarah King. But things are not always what they seem! The “Genealogical 

Register” has him as the son of Samuel Rice and Dorothy Martin but an account later written by Titus 

Kingi, a young militiaman from Northampton who was stationed at the fortified house of Paul Rice in 

Charlemont when the 1755 raid occurred and who was kidnapped along with Asa, says he was the son 

of Paul Rice.  There was a Paul Rice at Charlemont, married to Dinah Rice, no children listed, and no 

information as to his ancestry. (Genealogical Registry, p. 93).

Resolving this discrepancy led me to more recent research by the Edmund Rice Societyii, which 

lists a Paul Rice as a son of Artemas Rice and Mary Stevens of Charlemont.  Artemas is documented as 

a son of Moses. That would make Asa the great-grandson of Moses, not his grandson as other accounts 

say. Possibly a more likely conclusion is that Titus was mistaken, but either is possible.

A very detailed source has Artemas present at the attack, but still claims Moses was Asa’s 

grandfather.  “On 11 Jun 1755 Asa's grandpa Moses, Moses' son Artemas, Asa and Titus King, possibly 

a cousin, went to harrow their corn, guarded by a militiaman, Phineas Arms. Moses rode the harrow 

while Asa rode the horse. Artemas and Titus hoed the corn. Phineas marched up and down with his 

musket at his shoulder, but the other men had leaned their guns against a pile of logs at one end of the 

field. 6 or 7 Indians from St. Francois du Lac in Yamaska Co. Quebec Province, Canada hid and 

watched from a nearby hill. Creeping down a ravine that bordered the field the attackers waited until 

the men were at a distance from their weapons. At the first fire, Phineas Arms took a bullet in the head 

and Moses was crippled by a bullet in the thigh. The frightened horse threw Asa and he and Titus tried 

to hide among the young corn. Artemas ran for his life toward Taylor's Fort, seeking help. The attackers 

soon captured Titus and Asa. After tomahawking Moses , whom they left for dead, they made off with 

the two captives. Titus King was redeeemed (ransomed) in about 3 years and returned home by way of 

France. Asa's father did not have the means to ransom him and so he remained captive 6 years and 7 

months, until almost the end of the war,1762” iii. 



Titus describes their trip north and how they were treated by the Indians. On June 26 they were 

split up and adopted into different familiesiv.  After three years Titus was sold to the French, managed to 

arrange to buy his freedom and sailed to England, then returned to America three years after his 

capturev.

How long Asa was actually in enemy hands is uncertain, but one source says 6 years and 7 

months, because his father didn’t have the means to ransom him.

So how and why did Asa Rice get to White Creek? Asa enlisted in April 1775 in the militia at 

Charlemont Massachusetts under Lt. Thomas Nichols and Captain Oliver Avery and reportedly fought 

at Bennington and Saratoga. So he passed through the area in 1775. But it may come back to the 

Herbert J. Rice I was asked about. His parents lived just across the line in Shaftsbury. Their names were 

Willard Rice and Laura Walker. Moses Rice had been married to Sarah Walker! In fact in the 

genealogies there are substantial numbers of intermarriages between the Walkers and Rices. I have no 

doubt that these Rices were related. However, they are NOT related to Hercules Rice and Roswell Rice 

of White Creek and Cambridge, who are descended from the Royces of Connecticut. 

In any case, Willard and Laura were early settlers of Shaftsbury, which borders on White Creek.

Asa is reported to have married Lucy Smith of White Creek about 1775, but as he was fighting 

in mid- August and went on to Saratoga soon after, it is difficult to say how and when he met her. They 

are also reported to have moved to White Creek in 1782vi! 

They had at least five children: Lucy, born 1777,  Laurena born 1780, Rachel born 1782, Asa, 

born 1785, and Jesse born 1787. Lucy later died and he married Jemimah Green, also of White Creek,  

in 1798. He moved away to Luzerne, Warren County, NY around 1825, and died there in 1833. His 

gravestone is at https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/140744840/asa-rice .  Jemimah died in 1850.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/140744840/asa-rice
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