
The Wood Family of White Creek
John Wood was born in 1745 in Dartmouth, Bristol Co., Massachusetts to John Wood and 

Hannah Wing.  Only two children show up in the family genealogies, Content and John. John is noted 
in White Creek historyi as settling next to his brother Isaac in White Creek, but online genealogies 
show Isaac as the son of Jedidiah Wood and Keziah Simmonsii. John and Hannah may have had more 
children, including an Isaac, but in either case, they were related. Isaac was most likely John’s uncle.

John, Jr.  married Dinah Hussey in Dartmouth on Dec. 20, 1769. Dinah was born March 11, 
1751 to Sylvanus and Hepzibah Hussey of Dartmouth. Her older sister Phoebe had married Obadiah 
Allen, likely a relative of the Allens who also settled in White Creek. Frank Gilbert, in his 1882 booklet
about Jethro Wood, states that she was a niece of Ann Starbuckiii, but Emily Howland of Cayuga 
County in 1880 claimed she was the daughter of Ann Starbuckiv. The latter is very unlikely, especially 
as Ann would have been 57 when Dinah was born!  It was probably the result of a family story that got 
twisted and grew in the telling. It is worth noting that Sylvanus Jr. and wife Lydia (Wing) Hussey 
settled in Cayuga County, and that Sylvanus Jr. was the son of Sylvanus and Hepzibah (Starbuck) 
Husseyv. 

John and Dinah seem to have settled in White Creek, NY on a part of Great Lot #11 of the 
Walloomsac Patent, owned by Stephen Van Rensselaer,  before the Revolution. They were members of 
the Society of Friends, or Quakers. Their home was on the north side of what is now Washington 
County Route 68, just northeast of John’s (brother or uncle) Isaac. To the southeast of them lived Seth 
and Anna Chase, along what is now called Cobble Hill Road, where Seth ran a tavern. The Chases were
also Quakers, (and probably Seth’s mother and John’s mother were cousins. They were both Wings.) 
The land to the north in the Van Corlaer/Lake Patent was owned by the Barkers, yet another Quaker 
family. To the southwest lived the Curtis family, who seem to have belonged to the Baptist church and 
had loyalist leanings. There may have been several more other families living in the immediate area.

Most of John and Dinah’s children are reported in the genealogies as being born in Dartmouth, 
but it is likely if they followed the usual settlement pattern, that John had already claimed his land in 
White Creek before 1769, built a cabin, and cleared enough land to get a crop in before he returned to 
Dartmouth to marry and bring his wife to their new home. John also seems to have become a leader in 
the small community by 1776, so it would seem likely he had been an early settler and lived there for 
some time before that. Settlement had started in earnest in 1765. Cambridge District meetings were 
often held at his house, and it was there that field officers (for the 18th Militia?) were voted for May 11, 
1776. My own opinion is that, absent actual documentation of where the children were born, that most 
were born in White Creek.

John and Dinah had only one son, but had five or six daughters.
Hannah may have been born in Dartmouth, Massachusetts, but probably not.
Jethro and Hepzibah, [and maybe a first Cynthia, if she existed, (who likely
died young)], and Anna would have been born in White Creek, and the
second Cynthia reportedly was born in Venice, Cayuga County, New York.
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Jethro, after moving on to Cayuga County in 1799, became the inventor of the cast iron plow. John and 
Dinah joined him there in 1800, possibly by way of Saratoga County.

John has been assumed to have taken the American side when the Revolution broke out, but 
there appear to have been suspicions his sympathies lay elsewhere, or at least he was unenthusiastic. 
What he was a Captain of is unsure, but it was probably of the mysterious 18th. Since there are no 
records of the 18th, it is impossible to know for sure. However, if he had participated in the military he 
would have been read out of the Society of Friends, "7th Query. Are Friends clear of bearing arms, 
of complying with military requisitions, and of paying any fine or tax in lieu thereof?”vi, but he 
seems to have been in good standing later on in Poplar Ridge. That doesn’t mean he didn’t participate 
in the Revolution or hold a rank, but he must have repented and been reinstated in the Society of 
Friends later on.

“At the annual district-meeting of Cambridge, held at the house of Simeon Covel, at White 
Creek, the first Tuesday in May, 1776, Lewis Van Wort, moderator; John Younglove, clerk; 
David Sraug, supervisor; Joseph Younglove and Seth Chase, assessors; John Younglove, 
treasurer; Isaac Wood, Jabez Mosher, James Cowan, and John Morrison, poormasters; James 
Patterson and David Slarrow, constables; David Slarrow, collector; Philip Van Ness, Samuel 
Hodges, Simeon Covel, John Allen, Jabez Mosher, John Morrison, Isaiah Younglove, John 
Wood, Captain Henry Sherman, Samuel Bell, Joseph Younglove, Captain Edmund Wells, Moses
Cowan, James Ashton, Elisha Wadsworth, Samuel Heth, and Richard McClaughrey, 
pathmasters; Joseph Wells, Gershom Woodworth, Samuel Hodges, John Hogel, fence-viewers 
and appraisers; Isaac Perine, Abraham Wright, John Pierce, Benjamin Tiffany, Oliver 
Selfridge, Alex. Skelly, Samuel Morrison, Robert Christie, firemen; Samuel Hodges and James 
Cowden, poundmasters. Voted five pounds' fine for any person or persons who shall willfully or
through neglect fire the woods; to be collected by the committee, and appropriated to mending 
the highways. Voted that every male above the age of sixteen years shall work on the roads six 
days, unless lightened by their bail; and any who shall neglect or refuse to conform to this vote 
shall be mulcted the sum of five shillings,—three of the members of the committee to grant a 
warrant to the overseer of the highway for the recovery of said fines,—which, also, is to be laid 
out on the highways. Voted as committee-men : Comfort Curtis, David Preston, Phineas 
Whiteside, John Younglove, Jas. Ashton, Samuel Hodges, John Blair, and Henry Smith.

Voted as committee in reserve: Edward Rigg, James Green, Levi Preston, Gershom Woodworth,
Cornelius Doty. Voted that the field officers for the Eighteenth Regiment of militia be chosen the
11th instant, at the house of Captain John Wood, by the plurality of votes.

Voted that the next annual meeting be at the house of Captain John Wood. 

May 11, 1776, met, according to the vote, at the house of Captain John Wood, and voted Lewis 
Wandevort, colonel; John Blair, second colonel; James Ashton, first major; Ebenezer Allen, 
second major; John Younglove, adjutant; Asa Flint, quartermaster.

“The meeting for 1777 was held at Captain John Wood's, ‘by order of Congress, first Tuesday 
in April.
John Younglove, moderator; Edmund Wells, Jr., town clerk; John Younglove, supervisor; 
Ebenezer Allen, James Cowden, Edward Rigg, Asa Flint, Joseph Younglove, Elisha Allen, 
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assessors; Edmund Wells, Jr., treasurer; Henry Smith, John McKellip, James Green, Samuel 
Hodges, Joseph Wells, Elias Golden, overseers of the poor; Philip Van Ness, collector; David 
Slarrow, Benjamin Wells, constables; Hartman Van Duzen, Asa Flint, Job Green, John Allen, 
James Morrison, Edmund Wells, Morgan Powell, Josiah Rathbone, Samuel Bell, Simeon Berry, 
Oliver Selfridge, Moses Cowan, Thomas Ashton, Andrew Thompson, Daniel Heath, Thomas 
McClaughrey, Samuel Dennis, overseers of the roads; Joseph Wells, Gershom Woodworth, 
Samuel Hodges, Nathaniel Lucas, fence-view ers; Isaac Perine, Abraham Wright, John Preston,
Benjamin Tiffany, Joseph Younglove, Alexander Skelly, John Morrison, Jr., Robert Christie, 
John Mushat, Thomas Galloway, firemasters; Job Green, James Cowan, poundmasters; Joseph 
Younglove, Edmund Wells, David Preston, William Cooper, Robert Gilmore, road 
commissioners.

“Voted, That hounds shall not be allowed to run.

“Voted, That hogs shall run with lawful yokes.

“The district met at James Cowan's on the first Tuesday in May, agreeable to charter, and 
confirmed the above proceedings, and likewise voted that the annual meeting shall be held for 
the future at the present dwelling-house of James Cowan, and that the inhabitants shall work on
the roads as ordered last season.vii

The above, quoted from Criswell Johnson’s “History of Washington County”, gives the 
names of many neighbors and associates of the Woods, and many of the more prominent early 
settlers of White Creek and the Cambridge District. Some of these were soon to die, like Levi 
Preston and John Hogel. Many would take the Loyalist side, such as Simeon Covell, the Hogels
and Prestons, and Comfort Curtis. Curtis hung on, but the others who survived Bennington soon
had to flee the country. Others became very active on the American side, like John Younglove, 
Ebenezer Allen, and Benjamin Tiffany. But most of the Quakers tried to stay out of it, and many
others had their personal preferences but kept a low profile. Some played both sides and 
straddled the fence.

Lewis Wandevort should be spelled Van Woert. Lewis Van Woert owned Lot #34 of the 
Hoosac Patent, near Tiosiook. Interestingly there is no record of any eighteenth regiment of 
New York militia, and Col. Van Woert was associated with the 14th from 1775 and the 16th from 
1778 on. If the eighteenth did exist, it was soon rolled into another, probably the 16th. There is 
also no mention in rolls of a Captain John Wood in any unit of the New York Militia, (except for
another John Wood from Orange County). Perhaps the reason the 18th vanished is because so 
many of them sympathized with the Loyalists and fled after Baum’s defeat in August 1777, and 
so the unit may have never gotten up to adequate strength to be recognized and the remaining 
members were rolled into the 16th.  This may also be why John soon fell under suspicion and 
came to the attention of the Commission for Detecting and Defeating Conspiracies, as we shall 
see.

The April 20, 1778 minutes of the Committee for the Detecting and Defeating 
Conspiracies states:

April 21st 1778
Present
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John M. Beeckman, John McClung
Isaac D Fonda, Jer Van Rensselaer

Hugh Mitchell
Jonas Earle appearing before this board and no Sufficient

Cause produced to detain him any Longer in prison, thereupon
Resolved that the Said Jonas Earle be permitted to
Return to Cambridge upon Bail himself in.. £100.

Samuel Hodge his Bail 100.
the Examination of Sd Earl Respecting Capt John Wood,

to be transmitted to the Board of Commissioners at poughkepse
on the file N° 4 —

On August 28th the following is written:

Whereas it is Suspected that John Wood of St Coyck,
Cambridge district with an appearent View absconds

himself to avoid the force of the late Act therefore Ordered
that the Said J° Wood be Summoned to Appair before this

Board on 3d of Sepf
[154] Adjourned till to Morrow Morning

And on September 24:

Ordered that a Notice be sent down to Samuel Louden to
be inserted in his next News Paper notifying Jacob Legrange
of the Norman's Kill and John Wood and William Pendergrast

[sic] of Cambridge District to appear before this Board
on the Tenth Day of October next at the City Hall of the
City of Albany for the Purpose of administring to them

respectively the Oath as prescribed in the Act of Legislature
entitled an Act more effectually to prevent the Mischiefs

arising from the Influence and Example of Persons of equivo
cal and neutral Characters in this State

And yet again on November 20th:

Ordered that a Letter be wrote to John McClung Esq'
requesting him to procure an Affidavit of the Service of the

Citation on John Wood to appear and take the Oath as
prescribed to be taken by Persons of neutral and equivocal

Characters which Letter is in the Words following,
to wit, (prout)

And finally on January 15, 1779:

John Wood who was by the Board adjudged to be a
Person of a neutral and equivocal character and was in Con-
sequence thereof cited to appear to take the Oath prescribed

by an Act of the Legislature of this State appearing laid before
the Board a Certificate signed by Peter Cantine Jun.  Esq.
setting forth that the said John Wood has in October 1777
taken before him the oath of Allegiance resolved in Con
sequence of the said Certificate that he be discharged.
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Jonas Earle (born about 1751) was the son of Daniel Earle and Mehitable Watson and grandson 
of Nathaniel Earle and Sarah Adams. 

About the year 1770 my grandfather emigrated
with his family to Nova Scotia. His oldest son, Jonas, was
probably married there. He married Experience Sprague.

They afterwards settled at White Creek, Washington County,
New York, and Daniel, Jr., returned to White Creek and
married about 1776. About that time, or perhaps a year
later, my grandfather and his sons Nathaniel and Robert
formed a company and returned (my grandfather leaving the
rest of his family in Nova Scotia) to White Creek. In the
mean time my great-grandfather (Nathaniel) with his sons
Nehemiah and David, had moved from Great Barrington to

White Creek.viii 

There were Pictou, Nova Scotia Earles by these exact names that took part in Eddy’s Rebellion 
and the Siege of Fort Cumberland in Nova Scotia in 1776, seizing a supply ship, (named the “Molly” or
“Polly” depending on the account you read), and were then driven out after losing. They were awarded 
a few thousand acres of land in total in New York for their service.ix x Where this land was in White 
Creek (or elsewhere) has yet to be determined. Most of the best land had already been claimed, which 
may be why they moved away by 1790- or else the land ended up in Vermont and they lost it. 
Surprisingly, though, the tax list of 1779 only shows Daniel Sr. as owning real estate, and Jonas is not 
listed at allxi.

So we see that much of the Nathaniel Earle family moved to White Creek (likely in late 1776 
after losing their farms in Nova Scotia, though the oldest Earles who hadn’t moved to Nova Scotia 
seem to have moved there earlier), and they left for Whitehall, NY before 1790.  

What Jonas’s relationship to John Wood was I don’t know, nor do I know why Jonas had been 
imprisoned by the committee, and grilled about John Wood, as he had already proved his allegiance by 
fighting against the British at Fort Cumberland!

Isaac Wood seems to have kept a lower profile and less can be found about his life in White 
Creek. He doesn’t seem to have participated in the militia or taken an active role in the Revolution. The
Tax List of 1779 shows he had much more real estate than John, but wasn’t worth as much overall.xii 
George Allen’s Revolutionary War pension records show he was married to Isaac’s daughter Phoebe 
Wood. This has Isaac’s wife wrongly as Rebecca, but  someone later crossed out “Rebecca” and wrote 
in “Ruth Barker Wood”, which would be correct. It is also mentioned that Phoebe was a cousin of 
Jethro Wood. 

George Allen, John Wood, and Isaac Wood show up in the 1800 census of Scipio in Cayuga 
County. John Wood’s will is listed as being probated in 1809, so he probably died 1808 or 1809. There 
seem to be no surviving burial records for any of the Quakers at this time in Scipio. (document). The 
Howlands set aside some of their land for a burial ground on the north side of the river inland from 
Howland Point on Cayuga Lake. This is most likely where the earliest of the Woods to die are buried.
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Isaac and Ruth had three surviving sons mentioned in his willxiii when he died Jan. 1, 1809. They were 
Jedediah, Walter, and James. Daughters Rebecca (Allen) and Elizabeth are also mentioned.

Walter Wood had been the first of the Woods to move to Cayuga County, in 1795. He had 
previously owned land somewhere in White Creek, but in the few years before he moved he had bought
85 acres in the northeast corner of the Van Corlaer/Lake Patent, 95 acres in the northwest corner of the 
James Bain Patent, and acquired a thin strip of land at the northern end of Great Lot #14 of the 
Walloomsac Patent. The first two were mostly steep hillside land and not the best for farming. 

The 1790 censusxiv shows other Woods living in the Cambridge/White Creek area: Samuel, 
William, Joseph, and Esseck Wood. A Keziah Wood is mentioned as marrying a William Eldred 
(Eldrich), likely about 1783xv.
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