
Searching for the Hurd Feed Mill
The A.J. Hurd Feed Mill 1878 to ~1926.

In July Robert Frank posted a photo of the “Hurd’s Water Power” on the Hoosick Falls Past and 

Presenti Group with a question if anyone knew where it was.

The stream shown in the photo looked too small for the Hoosick and a bit too large for the Owl 

kill, and the discussion went on for some time. I queried Marilyn Robinson, who asked Giles Russell. 

Both thought it was on the Owl kill behind what was Dunham’s place when we were young. Someone 

else thought it was at the end of Daun Lane, on the Hoosick side of the river.

Research indicated there were no dams on the Hoosick between the Ax Factory in Johnsonville 

and the Walter Wood Manufacturing Plant in Hoosick Fallsii, both of which had log dams at the time. 



The brook running into the Hoosick at the end of Daun Lane looked far too small on Google Earth to 

run a mill, and much smaller than the one in the photo. 

On August 17, my grandson and I canoed up the Hoosick from the fishing access and 

investigated the area. The following is the report I wrote out at the time:  My grandson and I took the 

canoe up from the fishing access today and I walked around the cornfield and down the Owl kill. I saw 

iii

where a millpond may have been at one time, behind Dunhams, but the brook has obviously moved 

closer to the road, obliterating anything that might have matched up with the photo, so it is hard to be 

sure that it was the Hurd Mill. We did have a nice trip, though we had to get out and walk up the rapids  

in the Hoosick twice, towing the canoe behind us. Saw a flock of small ducks with brown heads – one of  

them just couldn't get airborne! A pure white heron or egret circled overhead. Rather peaceful on the 

river. Didn't get any farther than the railroad bridge, as the rapids there are hard to get through, so 

didn't get a close look at the other possible site at the end of Daun Lane. From the bridge that stream 

appears too small to be the one in the photo, though. 



On the 24th, I looked at the old Assessment Rolls in the Town of White Creek Archives and 

finally came across mention of A.J. Hurd. He is mentioned year after year as owning two plots of land 

with houses in White Creek, and also a mill, the total usually assessed at $2200 to $2300. So it is 

obvious that although the Hurds lived across the river, the mill was in the Town of White Creek, 

Washington County. The stream would be the Owl kill and the hill peeking up above the dam in the 

photo would be the north end of Van Ness Hill. Today the millpond area is heavily forested and the dam 

totally gone, but some older folks remember swimming in the pond. The two lots were probably along 

the Old State Road, but not necessarily corresponding to today’s lots, and A.J. may have rented out the 

houses to his employees.iv

The most likely but approximate location of the mill and millpond as determined using Google 

Earth in conjunction with a topographical map is shown belowv:



Albert Josiah Hurd was born in 1847 and grew 

up in Sandgate, Vermont. He was educated in 

Cambridge, New York. His father was Chauncey J. 

Hurd, his mother Rhoda Ann Randall, and his great-

grandfather Captain Lewis Hurd was an early settler 

in Sandgate. He married Lydia Ray in Cambridge in 

1874 and they moved to Manchester and made gloves 

and mittens. In 1878 they moved to Eagle Bridge 

where he reportedly built the feed mill himself. As 

there was a mill of some sort on the site in the 1850’s, 



(I can’t make out the letter denoting the type of mill), the dam almost certainly already existed, though 

it may have needed repairvi. There was also a sawmill further upstream also in the 1850’s. A.J. 

employed as many as 15 men at times, and also served as Town Highway Commissioner. He and Lydia 

had two daughters, Nellie and Jessie.vii

 There is no doubt that the Hurds lived on the Town of Hoosick, Rensselaer County side of the 

river, as they appear in the censuses and other records there. There are also no deeds or mortgages to be 

found for them in Fort Edward, Washington County. The Hurd mill is mentioned here and there over 

the years in books on mills and milling, but no location is given. In 1904 A.J. Hurd became a partner of 

Gardner Bentley, and the firm was renamed Hurd and Bentley. Gardner Bentley seems to have been 

involved in many lines of workviii – iron, sawmill and lumber, grain and feed, cider and vinegar, 

building contractor, etc. A.J. Hurd himself is also listed as a manufacturer of red paintix (made from red 

slate probably shipped down from the Granville area as there is none locally).

By the late 1890’s,  A.J. seems to have been doing well and is mentioned in newspapers as 

taking a buggy trip to Lake George with his wifex and the Skiffs of Buskirk,  and also later taking a trip 

out west. 

In 1904 the mill seems to have been doing a good businessxi: 

What happened to the mill? I have found no certain record of that. Most likely it would not have 

survived the Great Flood of 1927, when the Hoosick River, having a capacity of 12,300 second-feet of 

flow and a previous maximum of 16,700 second-feet recorded in Eagle Bridge in 1915,  reached 

29,600 second-feet and the water came over the road at the end of the bridgexii. There is no record of 

the Owl kill, but undoubtedly it would have been at record highs.

There is also a record of a feed business burning in Eagle Bridge in February of 1916. However, 

the owner is listed as “Geo. Bentley”, the loss as $6000xiii. Whether this was the same business is hard 

to say. I have found no other mention of a George Bentley in Eagle Bridge, but Gardner did have a 

younger brother named George who lived in Cambridge. 

The Delaware and Hudson Freight Shipper’s Guide for 1922 indicates Gardner Bentley was still 

in the feed milling business in 1922xiv. 



In any case, the age of small water-powered mills had come to a close. The bigger ones like 

Walter Wood had been supplementing their water power with steam for some time, allowing them to 

keep operating in dry periods. Internal combustion engines were becoming available, and electrical 

generating plants were being built and lines were being run. By the 1950’s, electrical power had 

become cheap enough to replace all other power sources.

A.J. Hurd died in 1915 and Gardner Bentley in 1926. Both are buried in Woodlands Cemetery 

in Cambridge, NY. Wife Lydia Ray Hurd died in 1926. Daughter Nellie married W. Clifford Chase and 

died in 1953. Both are buried in Cambridge. Jessie (born 1877) seems to have disappeared from the 

records.

A retouched and colorized version of Robert Frank’s photo of the Hurd Mill, which was 

probably painted red with A.J. Hurd’s own red paint.
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