
Preliminary Research on the Akin
Grist Mill, White Creek, NY.

Early in White Creek’s history, Edward Akin obtained water rights and 
built a grist mill in the hamlet. This mill was later sold and passed 
through various owners and incarnations as a sheeting mill, cotton mill, 
flax mill, woolen mill, and paint factory. Jeffrey Jones illustrated it in 
“Our Yesteryears” as a fairly large building with an overshot wheel fed by 
a chute running over the road:

I have serious doubts as to this was how it was, however. The chute 
would have had to be at least 10 feet above the road surface to provide 
clearance for stagecoaches, hay wagons, etc. To overshoot a standard 18 
foot wheel it would probably have to be even higher. There is not enough 
head in the valley to do that without building a huge dam across the whole 
valley or else running a flume from far upstream, and there is no evidence 
of either.



Looking at the 1853 map, it appears the mill straddled the ditch which
still exists southwest of Murphy Lane between Austins and the store. There 
appears to have been a ditch which ran straight over from the White Creek, 
under both the road (now County 68) and the building, then turning to 
parallel the road down the valley. Some of this ditch still exists. The 
mill was a woolen factory in 1853.

 Therefore I would propose that the mill building actually looked something
like the illustration below, with an undershot wheel mounted beneath the 
building. The undershot wheel would be wider, maybe 6 to 8 feet, but 
smaller in diameter, probably less than 15 feet. It would be much less 
efficient, but suited to what Akin appears to have done, diverting much of 
the flow of the White Creek under the road and then southwest to the point 
where it crossed back under and went back into the original stream-bed at 
the point a small brook still does today. (The small brook was always there
and there was a large beaver pond further upstream in the 1700’s out near 
where Austin’s barn now is). The mill probably only had one set of 
millstones because of the low power output of the wheel.

 



On a modern map, the ditch would have run something like this:



If these maps are accurate, it would seem that the course of the brook
has changed over time. Up through 1866, the two brooks seem to have joined 
together north of Niles Road, between the red house (Lee’s) and the corner.
They are shown joining there on both the 1853 and 1866 maps. Today they 
join well south of the road, and there are two bridges to accommodate them.



The Little White Creek has also changed course if these maps are 
accurate, which the older ones may not be. However, where the streams 
joined should be accurate, as it is easily seen from the roads. Below is an
overlay showing the possible changes:



The black lines are where the brook ran in 1853, the blue 1866, and 
the pink the modern course. It is very difficult to overlay old maps that 
weren’t drawn to scale, much less a common scale, so this is only a vary 
rough approximation.

The floods of 1898, 1927 or 1938 may have caused these relocations.


