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The year began when I was formally appointed historian and archivist 

at the Organizational Meeting on January 12, 2016. My major project was 

continuing work on the book I had already been working on for about 8 

months concerning the Dwinell Limekiln and Hammer Mill, but I also started 

digitizing Paul Jones’ “Our Yesteryears”, mostly for my own use as my 

mother’s paper copy was falling apart, but also to make it available if 

anyone else wanted it. (Extensive research showed that it was never 

copyrighted, but was released into the public domain in 1961). “Our 

Yesteryears” is finished, but the Dwinell book needs more research 

involving driving back and forth to Albany. It got put on hold largely due 

to health issues. What is done so far is available at 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/r3szrogzc089jwi/AACLwUs8VmDIwfoluDYhgknza?dl=0.

On January 20 I started a Facebook Group “White Creek, NY Past and 

Present” which very quickly became quite popular. By the end of the month 

it reached 54 members and presently has 306. This group not only enabled me

to share local history with others, but quickly filled with photographs and

information that were previously unavailable to me.

In May 1 started a Wordpress site on White Creek history for those not

on Facebook. Its content largely, but not exactly, parallels the Facebook 

Group, being for history only, not the present day. It has received some 

visitors, but is not nearly as popular as the Facebook site.
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A number of people were helped with their genealogy research on the 

following families:

1. Ansaldi

2. Ashton

3. Baldwin

4. Blowers

5. Groat

6. Hodges

7. Lake (Leake)

8. MacGregor

9. Mosher

   10. Preston

I researched and published online articles about the following:

1. Lt. James Bain

2. Lt. John Gregor

3. Simeon Covell

4. The Parrot Abduction Raid of 1781

5. The 1791 Court re-division of Great Lot #14 of the Walloomsac Patent

6. John Munro
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Sent information on Tub Wheels to Steve Butz of the Shays Settlement 

Project.

Books and articles read:

1.  Sons of the Mountains: The Highland Regiments in the French and 

Indian War by Ian McCullough

2. Memoirs of an American Lady by Anne MacVicar Grant

3. Calendar of New York Colonial Manuscripts (as needed).

4. Our Yesteryears by Paul Jones

5. History of Washington County, New York by Crisfield Johnson (as 

needed)

6. Too many online articles to list.

Mapping:

Also I did considerable mapping of the Walloomsac Patent and Lot #14 

of the James Bain Patent (Dwinell Lime Kiln), plus lots #12-15 of the same 

and their adjoining lots. I started learning GIS mapping and am working on 

a map of the Lime-kiln operation for the book. Covered a lot of the Bain 

Patent and some of the Walloomsac on foot, trying to determine exactly 
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where the old lot boundaries were and get GPS positions on corners. Took a 

large number of photographs of the White Creek area and posted them online.

Miscellaneous:

Put up a series on the “Murder at Buskirk’s Bridge”, but this turned 

out to involve mostly Cambridge, not White Creek. Wrote up and posted a 

short article on what the coming of the railroad meant to White Creek. As 

my research on the Patents progressed, I came across the names of many 

other early White Creek settlers that have long been forgotten and compiled

a list which is available on the Wordpress site. Researched the Historic 

District and gave the information to the Board.

Meetings attended:

1. Most Town Board Meetings

2. Attended a lecture on “Loyalists at the Battle of Bennington” given by

David Pitlyk at the Barnett House on Caretaker's Road.

3. Attended the APHNYS Region 5 Conference in Glens Falls

4. Attended an all-day conference in Albany on “Preserving and Promoting 

the History of New York State”, hosted by the NYS Association of 

Counties.
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5. Attended “Understanding Archives: An Introduction to Archival Basics” 

at the Crandall Library in Glens Falls, put on by Documentary Heritage

and Preservation Services for New York. My wife went with me.

Work done at the Archives: 

Apart from a brief survey in the spring, little got done until autumn,

when I measured out the room to see about fitting some new shelves, started

working on Finding Aids for what is in there, and began preservation work 

on some of the old Chattel Mortgages.

What did not get done:

1. Finding a space to work and store materials in my home. (still working 

on that!)

2. Establishing contacts with the schools

3. Doing any speaking

4. Getting to Albany to continue research (mostly due to illness).

5. Other community historical involvement

Respectfully Submitted,

Theodore Rice, historian/archivist
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